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experimentally found tliat even severe cooling of the shin (in rabbits) produces 
htematinuria ; so that cold per sc may be excluded as the cause of corpuscular 
solution. The examination of the various organs of the body, especially those 
supposed to be mainly engaged in the formation of the blood—the liver and 
spleen—has as yet given negative results. The kidneys are probably only 
secondarily involved, as the passage of luemoglobin through them in large quanti¬ 
ties has been found experimentally (Pon(iek) to injure their secreting apparatus; 
and even if sufficiently prolonged, to cause death by the pathological changes it 
induces in them. The icteric tint of conjunctiva so commonly noticed within the 
first few days of the attack is not dependent on bile pigment in the blood. A 
form of hiemoglobinuria of rapid onset, and sometimes fatal, has been described 
by Professor Bottinger (Deutsche Ze.it schrift fur Thiermedicin , Bd. III., 1877) 
in horses. The general symptoms, however, are different from those of human 
periodic lnemoglobinuria, and the reason for alluding to it here is the fact that 
sudden exposure to cold after several days’ rest in a warm stable is invariably the 
exciting cause. The chief post-mortem change is renal disease similar to that 
produced by experimental luemoglobinuria. 

The curious immunity of the female sex in man from this disease throws no 
light at present on the true causation. It would, however, be interesting to know 
whether the same immunity prevails in horses. 

After what has been written above, we need scarcely again refer to the hypo¬ 
thesis of renal congestion and vesical solution spoken of earlier in this article. 
Van Bossem’s view, that oxalates cause disintegration of blood effused with the 
brine into the bladder, falls to the ground at once when it is found that oxalates 
are often absent in these cases, and that the presence even of a very few red 
blood-cells or their debris in the urine is extremely rare. 

The prognosis of lnemutinuria is, according to Lichtheim, to whose excellent 
monograph wo are largely indebted for the materials of this article, probably less 
favourable than English observers are inclined to regard it. Though no fatal case 
has as yet been recorded, the chances of complete recovery seem to be very 
doubtful. Lichtheim has watched a case for five years, and the attacks continue 
as they did at first. But we are perhaps justified in assuming that repeated fits of 
hiematimiria will cause a more and more extensive disorganization of the kidneys. 
The main element of rational treatment appears to be the avoidance of all causes 
of chill ; if possible, the removal to a mild and temperate climate; warmth and 
rest in bed during the paroxysm; and the exhibition of iron in some one of its 
multitudinous forms when the pyrexia has subsided.— Med. Times and Gazelle , 
Eeb. 15, 1879. 

On the Use of Vaseline and Unyuentum Vaselini Plumbicum in Skin Disease. 

Prof’. Kaposi (Wiener Med. Wochenschrift, No. 1 7, 1878), after stating that 
all emollient substances hitherto used in diseases of the skin, where the epidermis 
is removed or the surface is sensitive, as various fatty substances, oils, lard, gly¬ 
cerine, and glycerine of starch, are more or lesss irritating in most cases, refers to 
the bland and non-irritating properties of vaseline or petroleum jelly (with this also 
may be classed ozokerin and ungnentum petrolei). These have no tendency to 
become rancid, and are useful in softening and removing crusts and scales, as in 
cases of eczema squamosum when the surface is dry and desquamating. He intro¬ 
duces an ointment which promises to prove of great value. This is a modification 
of Debra's well-known ungnentum diachyli, which is seldom met with properly 
prepared except at, Vienna. This ointment, for which Kaposi proposes the name 
of ungnentum vaselini plumbicum, is made by dissolving and incorporating 
thoroughly by aid of heat equal parts of lead plaster and vaseline, to which a 
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little oil of bergamot may be added to spent. It causes no burning sensation on 
excoriated parts, and is especially available in eczema. It is admitted by Kaposi 
that the original ungnentum diachyli gave rise to unpleasant heat, and even acute 
exacerbations of the ezeema, due, he believes, to an evolution of fatty acids from 
the oil during boiling, and to an imperfect saponification of the oxide of lead.— 
Edinburgh Med. Jaurn., Dec. 1878. [This preparation was originally recom¬ 
mended by I)r. II. G. I’ilfard, of New York ( Archives of Dermatology , July, 
1876), who had used it successfully in the treatment of eczema.— Ed.] 


SURGERY. 

Case of Extirpation of the Larynx. 

Dr. Vox Bucks relates (UTcner Medizinische Premie, November 17th, 1878) 
the case of a. shoemaker, aged 54, who in 1871! began to suffer from pain in his 
windpipe ; this gradually assumed a sharp burning character, and was accom¬ 
panied by dysphagia, dyspnoea, paroxysms of coughing, and almost complete loss 
of voice. When be first came under notice, January 3d, 1878, the breathing was 
laboured and whistling, the voice could be hardly described as an intelligible 
whisper. Acute bronchial catarrh was present, and the man could take but little 
nourishment. An examination with the laryngoscope revealed the presence of 
an obstructing epithelial carcinoma, in a state of ulceration, filling the whole 
lumen of the larynx, with the exception of a small irregular opening, through 
which the air passed. The carcinomatous nature of the tumour was verified by 
the microscope. After some consideration it was decided that excision of the 
whole larynx afforded the patient the best chance of recovery, and, on the 2i)th 
of January, the operation was undertaken. Tracheotomy was not performed at 
the commencement, and the larynx was taken out from below upwards instead of 
from above downwards. As incision was made from the lower jaw to the sternum 
in the median line, and the deep dissection continued until the hyoid bone, the 
thyro-hyoid ligament, the thyroid cartilage, and the upper rings of the trachea, 
were laid bare. The. perichondrium of the thyroid cartilage was raised as far as 
the cornua, and the neighbouring muscles reflected ; the same steps were taken 
■with regard to the cricoid cartilage, and so the entire larynx was fully exposed. 
The trachea was next opened at its upper rings, and Trendelenburg’s tampon 
inserted. After this the larynx was pulled forward by means of hooks, and dis¬ 
sected out. There was no very great amount of bleeding. The operation occu¬ 
pied forty-five minutes. The patient was in a state of collapse when first placed 
in bed ; this was followed by high fever lasting a week. On the 1st of February 
an ordinary tracheotomy tube was inserted into the windpipe. A fortnight after 
the operation this was replaced bv a thick caoutchouc tube, the patient, being able 
at this time to leave his bed with his general health much improved. Ill five 
weeks Gussenbauer’s artificial larynx was tried, and with the aid of this instru¬ 
ment the man soon learnt to speak in an audible falsetto monotone.— I^oudon 
Med. Record, Jan. 15, 1879. 

Excision of Thyroid Claud. 

At, a meeting of the Imperial Medical Society in Vienna, January 30, Dr. 
Voidin' showed a woman, aged 35, whose entire thyroid body had been removed 
by Professor Bii.liioth for dyspnoea, caused by a tumour of the gland the size 



